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R ap i d  com m uni ca ti on s
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n E i s s E r i a  g o n o r r h o E a E  i n  E n g l a n d  a n d  W a l E s
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The Gonococcal Resistance to Antimicrobials Surveillance 
Programme (GRASP) in England and Wales has monitored 
azithromycin resistance since 2001. In 2007, high-level 
azithromycin resistance (MICs >256 mg/L) was identified for the 
first time in six isolates, all of which were the same sequence type 
(ST 649). 

High-level azithromycin resistance has also been reported 
in Scotland, but it is not known if this has wider geographical 
dissemination. It has been recommended that gonococcal resistance 
to azithromycin should be monitored in regions or countries 
where this drug is used to treat Chlamydia trachomatis infection. 
Furthermore, specific anti-gonococcal therapy should always be 
used to treat gonorrhoea. Azithromycin is not a recommended 
treatment for gonorrhoea in the United Kingdom [1]. Further 
information on this emerging resistance can be found at http://www.
hpa.org.uk/hpr/archives/2008/hpr1408.pdf and http://www.dh.gov.
uk/en/Publichealth/Patientsafety/Microbiologyandinfectioncontrol/
DH_075723 
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