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WHO publishes report on health and health inequalities 
based on data from the Eurostat Labour Force Survey
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The World Health Organization (WHO) has recently pub-
lished a report based on data from Eurostat, the sta-
tistical office of the European Union (EU). The report, 
“What does Eurostat’s Labour Force Survey say about 
health and health inequalities in the European Union”, 
is only available online [1].

The publication analyses data made available recently 
from the Eurostat Labour Force Survey [2] and seeks 
to measure health and socioeconomic inequalities in 
health. It includes data from 25 European countries 
and covers the period 1983-2004.

The report concludes that ‘the Labour Force Survey 
may add a useful and hitherto unexploited resource for 
measuring socioeconomic inequalities in health across 
European countries and over time. Future research 
should use the Labour Force Survey data to try to iden-
tify and measure the drivers of health inequalities in 
the region’. 

The main limitations of the report as stated by the 
authors are that while they consider the potential of 
the Labour Force Survey dataset to be of importance, 
it has limitations from a health perspective because 
its health information is exclusively related to various 
dimensions of absence from the workplace due to ill-
ness, or to being employed.
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