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In 2002, the World Health Organization (WHO) European 
Region was declared polio-free [1]. This week, 21-27 
April 2012, the seventh European Immunization Week 
highlights the ten-year anniversary of the polio-free 
status [2]. In spite of a large outbreak of imported wild 
poliovirus in Tajikistan in 2010, the Region has retained 
its polio-free status, as confirmed by the European 
Regional Certification Commission for Poliomyelitis 
Eradication in August 2011 [3].
 
It was on 23 April 2010 that the WHO announced the 
confirmation of wild poliovirus serotype 1 (WPV1) in 
seven samples obtained from children with acute flac-
cid paralysis (AFP) in Tajikistan. Genetic sequencing 
determined that the poliovirus was most closely related 
to virus from Uttar Pradesh, India. In total 136 (80%) of 
the AFP cases were in children aged under five years 
(age range 0-17 years). Cases were mainly reported 
from districts bordering Afghanistan and Uzbekistan 
[4]. 

While remaining polio-free is an achievement to cel-
ebrate and a good example of how immunisation can 
control the spread of disease, the 2010 outbreak was 
a poignant reminder of the need to stay vigilant. Due 
to ongoing threats in countries bordering or nearby 
the European region such as China and Pakistan, polio 
continues to be a threat [5].
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