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The European Union (EU) SHIPSAN ACT Joint Action has 
published a ‘Questions and Answers’ (Q&A) section 
about Ebola virus disease in the maritime transport 
sector on its website. 

The aim of the Q&A is to provide clarifications useful 
for public health authorities, for port workers and for 
the shipping industry with regards to:

•	 Personal protective equipment for port health offic-
ers going aboard a ship, which has come from an 
affected area, without having ill persons on board

•	 Response measures by competent authority when a 
ship arrives from an affected country with a trav-
eller presenting clinical criteria compatible with 
Ebola virus disease

•	 Transportation of a patient, meeting the criteria for 
the person under investigation or probable case, 
from the ship to the medical facility

•	 Actions by the competent authority in the event of 
a patient meeting the criteria for the person under 
investigation or probable case on board a ship

•	 Actions by the competent authority in the event of a 
traveller on board a ship meeting the criteria for a 
confirmed case of Ebola virus disease

•	 Waste management (sewage) on ships
•	 Ships visiting ports in affected countries
•	 Recommendatio ns to the captain of a ship departing 

from affected areas and going to an EU port
•	 Plan for event management of a suspected case of 

EVD on board ships
•	 Recommendation for port-workers in EU ports, deal-

ing with cargo from affected areas

An algorithm is also provided, outlining two response 
phases: (i) phase one describes the decision making of 
the public health competent authorities in response to 
an event of a suspected case of Ebola virus disease on 
board ships and (ii) phase two describes the response 

of public health competent authorities to an event of a 
confirmed case of Ebola virus disease on board ships.

The above information can be used by the com-
petent authorities in the development of contin-
gency plans according to the International Health 
Regulations [1] in conjunction with European Centre for 
Disease Prevention and Control [2] and World Health 
Organization [3] guidelines.

The EU SHIPSAN ACT is a European Joint Action 
funded by the European Commission under the Health 
Programme (2008-2013) [4]. It deals with the impact on 
maritime transport of health threats due to biological, 
chemical and radiological agents, including commu-
nicable diseases and supports the implementation of 
International Health Regulations 2005. 
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