WP Emergency Call SARS …
27/06/2003 C(2003) 1952


Amendments to "8. 1 Policy-oriented research" part of

Commission Decision C(2002)4789 of December 9, 2002
Amendment N°1

On Page 5, Under "4. Roadmap" 

Replace the table:

	Call
	Publication
	closure
	areas

	1
	17 December 2002
	13 March 2003
	see call fiche at A.5

	2
	July 2003
	October 2003
	not identified yet

	3
	July 2004
	October 2004
	not identified yet

	4
	July 2005
	October 2005
	not identified yet


By:

	Call
	Publication
	Closure
	areas

	1
	17 December 2002
	13 March 2003
	see call fiche at A.5

	2
	3 July 2003
	30 September 2003
	see call fiche 

	3
	October 2003
	January 2004
	Not identified yet

	4
	July 2004
	October 2004
	not identified yet

	5
	July 2005
	October 2005
	not identified yet


Amendment N°2

On Page 10, under the section "5. Call Information", add the following text:

SARS Special Call

1. Specific Programme: “Integrating and strengthening the ERA”
2. Activity: Specific activity covering policy-orientated research under "Policy support and anticipating scientific and technological needs"
3. Call title: Policy-orientated research - Special Call on Severe acute respiratory syndrome (SARS)
4. Call identifier : FP6-2002-SSP-2-SARS

5. Date of publication
: 03 July 2003
6. Closure date(s)
: 30 September 2003 at 17.00 (Brussels local time)
7. Total indicative budget: 9 Millions €
	Instrument

	€ (millions)

	STREP, CA
	9.0*


8. Areas called and instruments: 

	Areas under priority “Providing health, security and opportunity to the people of Europe”
	Tasks
	Instruments
	Indicative EC contribution

(EUR millions)

	8.1.B.2.2.

Public health issues, including epidemiology contributing to disease prevention and responses to emerging rare and communicable diseases, allergies, procedures for secure blood and organ donations, non-animal test methods
	9
	CA
	9.0 €*

	
	10, 11, 12, 13
	STREP
	


* Further funding may become available once approved by the budgetary authorities.

9. Minimum number of participants
:
	Instrument
	Minimum number of participants

	STREP and CA
	3 independent legal entities from 3 different MS or AS, with at least 2 MS or ACC.


10. Restriction on participation: None.

11. Consortium agreement: participants in RTD actions resulting from this call are required to conclude a consortium agreement.

12. Evaluation procedure:

· The evaluation shall follow a single stage procedure.

· Proposals will not be evaluated anonymously.

13. Evaluation criteria: See Annex B of the work programme for the applicable criteria (including their individual weights and thresholds and the overall threshold) per instrument.

14. Indicative evaluation and contractual timetable:
· Evaluation Results: Considering the wide scope of policy-oriented research and the need to ensure coherence with thematic priorities of the work programme, evaluations will be carried out at various dates and the results are not expected to become available earlier than November 2003.
· Contract signature: it is estimated that the first contracts related to this call could come into force early 2004.
Amendment N° 3

On Page 35, under Section 2.2, add the following text: 

SARS Tasks

The current outbreak of Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome (SARS) constitutes an important challenge to both Member States and EU capabilities and confirms that new communicable disease outbreaks require particular focus and support at this time.  To this end, a specific call for proposals to underpin research for this and other potential serious communicable diseases has been established.  Actions should  attempt to address longer term research commitments, define appropriate sustainable priorities and  encourage collaboration where relevant, with partners from SARS affected areas in third countries.  Research should also contribute to paving the way to the eventual establishment of a European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control.

NB: The following tasks have been elaborated in the context of the SARS outbreak and, given the rapid evolution of events, proposals should take into account the latest developments including shifts in priorities, up to the time of submission.

(Task 9) Strengthening of the surveillance and control of communicable diseases through networking in the field of infectious diseases research: To contribute to the networking of research capacity and scientific support and advice, in the field of infectious diseases.  Focus will be placed on developing solutions for research related questions addressing public health objectives, in support of the Community Network for the epidemiological surveillance and control of communicable diseases (Decision 2119/98/EC), with particular attention to the specific issues related to the SARS outbreak;

(Task 10) Strengthening of the surveillance and control of communicable diseases through research and development: To conduct research: on the molecular epidemiology of SARS associated corona-virus (including  molecular evolution) , in particular in relation to virulence;  on the origin and pathogenicity of SARS;  on developing epidemiological models on the propagation dynamics of SARS and similar epidemic-prone communicable diseases in different communities, (taking into account present patterns of international mobility of people and their living and social conditions); 

(Task 11) Strengthening of the surveillance and control of communicable diseases through research and development: To conduct research: on clinical manifestations of SARS (including possible host genetic factors); on the state of immunity and infectiousness in patients, throughout disease progression, in recovered individuals and in asymptomatic carriers ;  on disease transmission, including mechanisms of spreading and relevant ecological reservoirs (e.g.: superspreaders, possible zoonotic reservoirs, population movements, hospital and care provider environments);  to evaluate the efficiency and appropriateness of infection control procedures under different health care, clinical and environmental circumstances.

(Task 12) Strengthening of the surveillance and control of communicable diseases through research and development: To provide complementary research support in the areas of diagnostics, therapeutics  and prevention (including antivirals, preventive and therapeutic vaccines and immunoglobulin preparations for passive immunisation);

(Task 13) Strengthening of the surveillance and control of communicable diseases through research and development: To develop models for risk assessment, intervention strategies and implementation/evaluation scenarios, including the health economics and social aspects (including cost-benefit analyses of different public health measures such as screening of travellers, rapid contact tracing, information to specific categories for major new or emerging communicable diseases such as SARS); to carry out research on risk communication in order to favour proper understanding of the risks connected with  communicable diseases such as SARS and to minimise discrimination and overreactions in the population;
�	The director-general responsible for the publication of this call may publish it up to 1 month prior or after its envisaged publication date.


�	When the envisaged publication date is advanced or delayed (see previous footnote), this deadline will be adjusted accordingly.


� 	STREP = Specific targeted research project; CA = Coordination action; 


� 	MS = Member States of the EU; AS (incl. ACC)  = Associated States; ACC = Associated candidate countries.


	Any legal entity established in a Member State or Associated State and which is made up of the requested number of participant may be the sole participant in an indirect action.
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