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Abstract


There are few structured data available to assess the risks associated with pandemic influenza A(H1N1)v infection according to ethnic groups. In countries of the Americas and the Pacific where these data are available, the attack rates are higher in indigenous populations, who also appear to be at approximately three to six-fold higher risk of developing severe disease and of dying. These observations may be associated with documented risk factors for severe disease and death associated with pandemic H1N1 influenza infection (especially the generally higher prevalence of diabetes, obesity, asthma, chronic obstructive pulmonary disease and pregnancy in indigenous populations). More speculative factors include those associated with the risk of infection (e.g. family size, crowding and poverty), differences in access to health services and, perhaps, genetic factors. Whatever the causes, this increased vulnerability of indigenous populations justify specific immediate actions in the control of the current pandemic including primary prevention (intensified hygiene promotion, chemoprophylaxis and vaccination) and secondary prevention (improved access to services and early treatment following symptoms onset) of severe pandemic H1N1 influenza infection.








© 
This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License.







Article metrics loading...


 


/content/10.2807/ese.14.42.19366-en

2009-10-22

2024-03-20

















	


Click here for cited by 



 







http://instance.metastore.ingenta.com/content/10.2807/ese.14.42.19366-en















Download as PowerPoint




Full text loading...




/deliver/fulltext/eurosurveillance/14/42/art19366-en.htm?itemId=/content/10.2807/ese.14.42.19366-en&mimeType=html&fmt=ahah






















Submit comment



Close



 Comment moderation successfully completed











Submit your article here






 Submit an Article










 Share

















 

share via email














 Tools




	

Add to my favourites

	

	


 Create Citation Alert




	


 Create Correction Alert




	


Export citation 

	
BibTEX

	
EndNote

	
RefWorks

	
Zotero












 Related Content




	


 From This Site







/content/10.2807/ese.14.42.19366-en

dcterms_title,dcterms_subject,pub_keyword

 -contentType:Journal -contentType:Contributor -contentType:Concept -contentType:Institution

10

5







	


 PubMed




	
PubMed citation

	
G La Ruche

	
A Tarantola

	
P Barboza






	


 Google Scholar




	
G La Ruche

	
A Tarantola

	
P Barboza

	
Search for related Content




 












News/announcements



The World Health Organization has published the  recommended composition of influenza virus vaccines for use in the 2024-2025 northern hemisphere influenza season.
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We invite submissions for the 2024 annual theme: Changing urban environments and effects on infectious diseases and their epidemiology, surveillance, prevention and control. 
Find more information on the invited topics here.
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